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Volume XXIII

Sioux Center, Iowa June, 1977

Forward Thrust Campaign Reaches S 1.4 Million Mark
Goal: $1.8 Million
The Forward Thrust campaign for the new chapel-music center
has reached the $1.4 million mark, according to Lyle Gritters of
the college development office.
"At this point," said Gritters. "we are about 77% of the way
towards the goal of $1.8 million.
It looks like the campaign will
finish at about $1.7 million which would still leave us $100,000
short.
However, we are firmly resolved to work as hard as we can
to reach the goal. The Lord has richly blessed our efforts so far;
we must now proceed in faith that the Lord will provide a way
for the new challenge to be met."
Forward Thrust Goal
Amount Raised
Left to be Raised
Artist's drawing of the proposed new chapel-music center.
chapel auditorium will seat 1,500 people.

$1,800,000
1,400,000
$ 400 000

The
Commenting

Dordt to Offer New Majors in Agri-Business,
Art, Drama, and Sodal Services
60 New Courses Available
In one of Dordt's most important and largest curriculum expansions ever, the college is
offering four new majors for the 1977-78 school year, listing about 60 new courses and hiring
several additional faculty members.
In each of the new maior areas-eaqri-business, art, drama. and social services-c Oordt had
previously offered at least three courses, but the departments are now expanding to accommodate a
whole major.
Agri-Business
Realizing the need to bring all areas of life under God's Word, Oordt is offering nine courses
in aqriculture. plus a series of special topics courses that will vary from year to year, according to
student interests and staff strengths.
Oordt had been offering four agriculture courses at Northwest Iowa Technical College in
Sheldon, Iowa, but starting in the fall all the courses will be taught at Dordt by Dordt staff.
Duane Bajema, who worked in Mexico under the Christian Reformed World Relief Committee
from 1971-1976, wi II begin teaching in the fall.
In addition to requiring eight agriculture courses for an agri-business major, the college will
also require five business or economics courses-including
marketing, fundamental accounting
and federal income tax accounting-and either two biology or two chemistry courses.
(continued on page 7)

on

the progress of the drive, President Haan
noted:
"The Forward Thrust project for
the new chapel-music center has been one of
the most inspiring and exciting things ever
to happen at Dordt College. The tremendous
response of God's people to this project
has been an inspiration
to the board,
administration, and faculty, giving them the
courage and faith to move ahead confidently
steering Dordt on a course that will allow
it to fully realize its true and full potential
as a powerful instrument in God's kingdom."
The campaign goal was raised recently
from $1.5 million to $1.8 million because
the general contractor bids for the second
phase of the building were substantially
higher than the architect's estimates made
18 months ago.
Why has the Forward Thrust campaign
been so successful up to this point? According to Gritters, "first, the Lord has obviously
blessed the project and worked through the
hearts of his people; there has been almost
a 100% acceptance of and agreement with
the need for this facility.
Second. we
have found that the people have a lot of
faith, confidence, and trust in the future of
Dcrdt College; they very strongly believe
that Oordt is extremely important to the
future of the church and kingdom."
Gritters expects that the campaign will
be in progress for some time yet with many
people in various churches and areas who
haven't been contacted.
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College Voice

Pen ••.
by Rev. B. J. Haan

Reasons to Rejoice
Dordt
College
has just completed
its
22nd
year of operation
as a liberal arts
college.
Another
160 young people received
their college
degrees
on Friday
morning,
May 13. What a glorious day that was! The
Lord gave us a beautiful
day in nature.
Friends and relatives of the college and of
the graduates
came by the hundreds
from all
over the states and Canada.
Dr. John Timmerman, Emeritus
Professor of English at Calvin
Col lege was there to del iver the commencement address.
What a delightful
message he
brought to us. Members of the Dordt faculty
who studied
under
Dr. Timmerman
were
elated with his presence and with his speech.
But everyone seemed to be very happy with
and appreciative
of what he brought on that
memorable
day for the graduates.
Perhaps
one of the reasons why Dr. Timmerman's
address was so much enjoyed is the fact that
his message reflected
so aptly what Dordt
College
specifically
is all about.
Dordt
College stands in the great Reformed tradition
of Abraham
Kuyper.
We honor John Calvin
particularly
as his basic outlook
upon life
was developed
later through
such men as
Kuyper.
And it was so gratifying
to hear Dr.
Timmerman
express such appreciation
for the
vision of Dr. Abraham Kuyper.
But something
else of great significance
happens
on a day such as graduation
day
when all these people are together on campus.
Then you hear what parents have to say about
your institution.
Then what you have been
working on for years, praying for and hoping
for, begins to come through.
Yes, God's
people are very thankful
for what has taken
place throughout
the years at Dordt College.
And what makes one feel very humble and
yet very thankful
is when
parents
from
distant places will say to you that there are
more
of their children
coming
to Dordt
College.
You know by the way they speak
that they are pleased, thankful
to the Lord
for what has taken place in their sons and
daughters
while at Dordt.
But you also
learn something
from these ardent supporters
of the college concerning
improvements
that
ought to take place at the college. You listen
very carefully
to the comments
because you
know-that
they come out of a heart of real
concern.
Over the years we can truthfully
say that many of the developments
at Dordt
College were the result of what the people
suggested to us. And that is the way it ought
to be because
Dordt College is and should
remain the college of God's people.
'Yes, on graduation
day you cannot help
but awell upon the blessings of the Lord.

The people of the Lord have watched
with
great admiration
how the Lord prospered this
institution.
They speak with amazement
at
the fine facilities
which
have appeared
on
this campus in such a short period of time.
But there is something
deeper
that causes
them to marvel.
It is not only the number
of students
that come
to Dordt
College.
It is not only the fact that these students
come from allover
the United States and
Canada.
No,
it is a kind of life and
activity
which they sense at Dordt College.
It is something
intangible, something
that you
can't quite place your finger on.
But it is
there nonetheless.
There is a sense of direction and the genuine desire to be faithful to
that which is basic in our faith.
They see
that Dordt's
goal is to have their children
thoroughly
prepared
to be strong citizens
in the kingdom
of Jesus Christ, to love his
church, to respect their parents, to be faithful
~
the goals of Christian
education,
and to
promote
the kingdom of Christ on all fronts.
Yes, that is truly what Dord t College wants to
accomplish.
That is basically the reason why
Dordt College was established.
That is what
this institution
has labored for and fought for
over these 22 years.
And then to receive
appreciation
from both parents and students
and the many other friends of Dordt College
causes one to rejoice before the Lord.
May
Dordt College never lose that strong desire to
be faithful to the Word of God and to have
that Word of God as our guide in all of
learning and in all of life. May Dordt College
always desire to live to the praise of the
triune God through Jesus Christ by his Word.
Our Students
In looking at the blessings of the Lord
one cannot help but begin with the students
who make up the college.
Over 90% of our
students
come
from
Christian
Reformed
homes.
But we do have a growing number of
young
people
from Orthodox
Presbyterian
homes,
from the Reformed
Church of the
United States, from the Protestant
Reformed
churches, and also from other reformed, presbyterian bodies.
We have approximately
100
students
on campus who come from these
backgrounds.
It is good to know that as our
graduates go out into life and meet dedicated
Christians
from other than reformed
origins,
there are more and more of such young
people who take an interest in Dordt College.
They want to be a part of Dordt College.
When young Christians
choose to come to
Dordt College because of what it represents,
we do not hesitate. to accept them, provided
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that they are willinq to live according to our
rules and regulations.
The main point is,
however,
that the students
of Dordt College
come from good, covenant
homes.
These
students
are by no means perfect,
and at
times a few of them do give us problems.
Nevertheless
as a body they represent
the
finest homes and the finest among Christian
young people.
The students
themselves
provide a wonderful
environment
in which to
grow together
academically
and prepare for
life's work.
We truly do love our students.
At the time this article is being written,
May 16th, indications
are that we will have a
substantial
increase in the number of students
next fall. We get the impression that Dordt
College is really catching on.

Etcetera
Class presidents
elected for the 1977-78
school year include:
senior class president John Kanis, Pella, lao junior class president Clean McClure,
Luverne,
Minn.; and sophomore class president
Marlin Van Schepen,
Ireton,la.

Editors for Dordt's three student publications
have been selected
for the 1977-78
school year.
They are:
"Diamond"
Sue
Bulthuis,
Ripon,
Calif.; "Cannon"
- Dave
Groenenboom,
Oskaloosa,
la.; and Bonnie
Kuipers, Platte, S. Dak.; and "Signet"
- Dan
Van Hevst, Forrest, Manitoba.

Tuition
at Dordt
for 1977·78 will be
$2,140.
However, students whose parents are
members
of the CRC receive "grants-in-aid"
(a reduction
in tuition) of $250 to $400 per
year, depending
on the distance
they live
from
Dordt.
Students
whose parents
are
members
of supporting
non-CRC
churches
receive a grant-in-aid
of $250.
Room and
board for next year will total $930.
Dordt
has traditionally
had the lowest combined
tuition,
room and board rates of any of the
28 four year private colleges in Iowa.

Dan Pluim of Orange City, Iowa, has
been selected
as the recipient
of the Wall
Street
Journal
award
for the outstanding
senior in the Business Administration
Department.
Dan has been accepted
at the University of Iowa Law School.

.........* ......

'HHHH ....

Dr. Mike Vanden
Bosch, Professor
of
English, as part of Dordt's Speakers'
Bureau
service, has presented
programs
to ten different
church
or school
groups concerning
"Values
Advocated
on TV."
He recently
attended
a TV Awareness
Training Seminar
in Rochester,
Minnesota.
Church and school
groups from the general area are encouraged
to take advantage
of Dr. Vanden
Bosch's
research
and expertise
in this area.
His
program reveals a lot about the effects of TV
on children and adults.

I
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36 Stop Casavant Pipe Organ for the New Chapel

Society Elects New

Donated by Mrs. Minnie J. Dahm of Pella, Iowa

Voting Members

A new
three-manual,
tracker
action
organ of 56 ranks and 36 stops will be built
by Casavant F reres Lim itee of Saint-Hyacinthe,
Quebec,
Canada,
and installed
in the new
Dordt College chapel.
The organ has been
donated
to the college by Mrs. Minnie J.
Dahm of Pella, Iowa.
The organ will be installed on a gallery
in the front of the chapel overlooking
the
auditorium.
The casework
of the organ will
be constructed
of oak wood and the pipe
facades of polished
tin.
The main case of
the organ
rises thirty-two
feet above the
gallery floor and is three and one half feet
deep.
A third
manual
division
called the
Rugwerk will stand in a case on the gallery
rail. At the request of Mrs. Dahm, inscribed
in gold leaf letters across the face of the
organ's casework
will be the words:
"Praise
Ye the Lord
.. in His sanctuary
... with the
sound
of trumpet,
psaltery,
harp, stringed
instruments
and organs
" taken from
Psalm 150.
Specifications
for the organ were determined
with the objectives
of building
an

organ with a solid foundation
for leading in
hymn
singing,
an organ for teaching
and
recitals, and an organ with proper ensemble
for accompanying
the choir and instruments.
The construction
and tonal design of
the organ will be based on historic European
traditions
of organ building.
One aspect of
this will be the mechanical
action,
which
gives the player a sensitive, direct, mechanical
connection
(trackers)
between
each key and
pedal and the valves of the pipe.
Of the 2,833
pipes in the organ, the
largest pipes will be sixteen feet in speaking
length and the smallest
in speaking
length
less than one inch.
Significant
features will
be the Spanish
Trumpet
in polished
tin
consisting
of pipes speaking horizontally
and
the sixteen
foot Principal
Praestant
on the
Hauptwerk
giving the organ a grand sound
for audience singing.
The organ was designed
by Gerhard
Brunzema,
tonal director of Casavant Freres,
in consultation
with Associate Professor Joan
Ringerwole
of Dordt College and Casavant
representative
Carroll Hanson.

31

At the
March
21 board
of trustees
meeting,
the following
men were declared
elected
to the voting members
board from
the various districts:
District I - Classis Minnesota North
Lester Brouwer,
Clara City, Minn.: Albert
Boersma,
Raymond,
Minn.: Clayton
De Jongh, Edina, Minn.
District II - Classis Minnesota South
William Vander Werff, Colton, S. Dak.:
Louis Schaap,
Edgerton,
Minn.; Ted Kempema, Worthington,
Minn.
District III - Classis Northcentral
Iowa
John
Rietema,
Kanawha,
Ia. Melvin
Nederhoff,
Steamboat
Rock, la.; Rev. Curt
Roelofs, Cedar Falls, la.
District IV - Classis Orange City
Albert J. Kroese, Boyden,
la.; Wallace
Schaap,
Sheldon,
la.; Peter
I. Noteboom,
Orange City, la.
District V - Classis Pella
Rev. Robert Holwerda, Pella, la., Bernie
Vos, Sully, la.; Jacob Vander Molen, Pella,
la.
District VI - Classis Sioux Center
Henry
E. Blankespoor.
Inwood,
la.;
Arnold Feekes, Sioux Center, la.; Art Vanden
Bosch, Doon, la.

Shown, left to right, with an artist's sketch of the new organ are: Dale Grotenhuis,
Professor
of Music and Chairman
of the Music Department,
Mrs. Minnie J. Dahrn, donor of the organ,
Rev. B. J. Haan, President;
Joan Ringerwole,
Associate
Professor
of Music (organ); and Lyle
Gritters, Director of Development.

Each voting member
is elected
for a
three
year term.
There
are nine voting
members
from
each of the six midwest
districts
{or classes)
plus auxiliary
voting
members who are elected by and from CRC
church
members
from
Classes
California
South,
Central California,
Columbia,
Pacific
Northwest,
Rocky Mountain,
and Wisconsin.
Voting members
are elected by ballots
sent to all CRC church
members
in the
district.
Powers and duties
of the voting
members
board
include:
(1) approval
of
all by-law changes; (2) nomination
and election of board of trustees; and (3) advice and
approval
of all major ct.rriculurn
changes,
second
appointment
of faculty
members,
annual operational
budget, and major capital
expansion proposals.
The voting members boarc meets once
per year in March for a two day session.

Etcetera
Every education
student has to practice
teach in the second semester
of the senior
year.
But few go as far as Linda Rozeboom
Marcus of Hull, Iowa.
Linda taught at the
American
School Foundation
in Mexico City
in the past semester.
She has returned
to

take up a full-time
teaching
position
there.
She will head the Women's Athletics
Department of this private school of 3,000 students.
************

Dr. George A. Faber, Associate Professor
of Education,
has been selected to serve as a

project consultant
for the National Union of
Christian Schools this summer.
The responsibilities involve the writing of two elementary
science teaching modules along with teaching
editions.
The programs being developed are
entitled
"Reading
God's
World"
and
"Respecting
God's Temples."

I
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Four Faculty Members Receive Second
Appointments

at Voting Members'

Annual Meeting Held March 21 and 22
Four of Do-dt's faculty members were approved for two year
second appointments at the annual voting members meeting held
March 21 and March 22 on the Dcrdt College campus.
Those approved for their second appointments included Richard
Buckharn. Instructor in Psychology, Etta Huisman, Instructor in
Physical Education, Evert Van Der Heide, Instructor in Economics,
and John Verwolf, Director of Student Programming and Placement.
College by-laws require that the Board of Trustees must present
all candidates for second appointment to the voting members for
consideration.
The candidate for second appointment is thoroughly
interviewed at the voting members' meeting regarding his or her
academic qualifications, Christian principles and commitment, lifestyle,
etc. After the interview, the entire voting members group must vote
on the appointment.
A considerable portion of the meeting was committed to reports
on and consideration given to plans for the new chapel-music center.
Business Manager Bernard De Wit reported that the low general
contract bid was considerably higher than the architect's estimates.
which was a disappointment
to the board.
Rev. John Engbers,
ChairrT@.Qqf the Board, presented facts and led a discussion of possible
ways the building could be reduced in size to cut the costs back to
original estimates.
The unanimous reaction of the voting members,
however, was solidly against any major cut back in the size Of the
building; they felt it would be very shott-siqhted and a decision that
would be regretted in five to ten years.
As a result, the voting members "voted unanimously to empower
the board of trustees to proceed w.th construction of the building at
the higher cost and that it the board deemed it wise to alter the basic
design tor financial considerations, the voting members would be called
together again for advice and consent.
In other items of business, the voting members received an encouraging report on the Forward Thrust campaign from Lyle Gritters,
Director of Development, and selected nominations for the voting
members to be presented to the constituency.
Nominations of voting
members to the board of trustees were also approved.

Voting members in session attentively
ment interview of a faculty member.

listening to the appoint-

Mark Hatfield
U.S. Senator

Douglas Roche
Member of Parliament

International Christian Political
Conference to be Held at Dordt
in August
U.S. Senator Mark Hatfield (R. Ore.) will keynote an International
Christian Political Conference to be held here at Dordt College,
August 26-29.
Six seminar sessions, three mass meetings, church services, a
concert and a panel discussion will pack the weekend conference,
sponsored by Dordt College and the National Association for Christian
Political Action (NACPA).
"But should Christianity affect politics?" you might ask. "And
if so, what positions should Christians take on issues?" Hatfield and
eleven other speakers will try to answer these questions.
A nationally known evangelical Christian, Hatfield has openly
professed that his faith does affect his politics. The senator will
keynote the conference at an opening banquet Friday night, Aug. 26.
The Honorable Douglas C. Roche, Albertan member of the
national Canadian Parliament, will speak at a breakfast Monday,
Aug. 29. This concerned Christian statesman, an expert on the Third
World, will also lead two seminars. Roche has urged parliamentarians
to take up the crucial moral questions in society today: the growth
ethic, the right to life, social justice at home and abroad.
Speakers from across North America will lead 90-minute seminars
all day Saturday and Monday morning. The conference concludes
early Monday afternoon, Aug. 29.
Hatfield has served in the Senate since 1967. Prior to that he
served as governor of Oregon from 1959-67. His governorship was
marked by a program of "payrolls and playgrounds." as economic
development of the state moved hand in hand with the state's
environmental protection efforts.
Hatfield earlier served as Oregon
secretary of state, state senator and state representative.
Because he represents a state where the federal government owns
over 50 percent of the land, Senator Hatfield's prime areas of expertise
include the natural resource and public land issues. His service on the
Senate Energy and Natural Resources and Appropriations Committees
provides much daily involvement in energy-related areas, forestry,
housing, and water resource development.
The senator has been a leading critic of the American "civil
religion:' national worship of the state and its philosophy, contrary
to the Biblical concept of the state.
The registration fee for the conference covers eight meals, a
banquet, three nights lodging and all the other conference events.
Students will be charged $35, non-students $50, and couples $75.
Registrants should mail their checks to Political Conference, Dordt
College, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250 (712-722-3771).

I June, 1977
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1977 Graduates of Dordt College
One hundred sixty one graduates received Bachelor of Arts degrees and eleven received
Associate of Arts degrees at the thirteenth annual commencement exercises held at Dordt College
on Friday, May 13. Receiving Bachelor of Arts degrees were:
Botje (Bonnie) Abma, Agassiz, B.C.,' Thomas R. Alger, Ontario, Calif.;Harold Alsum, Jr.,
Denver, Colo.; Brent Assink, Lynden, Wash.; Albert Ed Baker, Kanawha, te.: Larry Baker, Midland
Park, N.J.,' Mark Allan Bakker, Wellsburg, la.; Donna Bait, Edgerton, Minn.; Donna M. Bandstra.
Palos Heights, III.; Thomas John Beuzekom, Sioux City, te.: Marcia Bleeker, Castlewood, S. Oak.,'
Lois Jean Boersma, Raymond, Minn.; Jeanne Boeve, Holland, Mich.,' Dale A. Bovenkamp, Lynden,
Wash.,' David R. Breems, Sanborn, to.: Colett Hartog Broekhuis, Edgerton, Minn.; Daryl Broekhuis,
Edgerton, Minn.,' Sharon Vande Garde Brouwer, Sioux Center, to.: Henry William Content, Victoria,
B.C.,' Sandra Jo Cooper, Yucaipa, csttt, Brenda Kay De Boer, Edgerton, Mtnn, Hilda J. De Boer,
Hollandale, Minn.; Dennis O. De Groot, Lethbridge, Atte.: Laminetty de Groot, Vauxhall, Alte.,
Rachel De Groot, Edgerton, Minn.; Barbara Jean De Jong, Alton, to.. Joan De Jong, Matsqui,
B.C.,' Teresa Eileen De Jong, Pella, te.: Ronald De Stigter, Sioux Center, te.: Tim De Stigter, Sioux
Center, la.,· Margaret A. De Valois, Lynden, Wash.,· Ellen Flynn De Wit, Bellevue, Wash., Jeffrey
A. De Witt, Brandon, S. Oak.; Stanthon J. De Yager, Doon, te.: David A. Den Herder, Luverne,
Minn.,' Merry B. Disselkoen, Saugatuck, Mich.; Daniel D. Dykstra, Hull, te.: Thomas R. Dykstra,
Lambertville, stich.. Darlene R. Eekhoff, Chicago, III.; Kevin P. Eekhoff, Goldfield, la.; Donald A.
Elwell, Pole Tavern, N.J.; Elizabeth Rinske Esselink, Devlin, Ont.: Craig Friesema, Racine, Wis.;
David P. Gaiser, Worthington, Minn.; James M. Geertsma, Sedro Woolley, Wash.,' Joyce F. Haasdyk,
Calgary, Alta.; Corrie Hamming, Meadow Bank, Pro Ed. lsI.; Nelly M. Hazeu, Winnipeg, Msn.:
Faith D. Helmus, Holland, Mich.; Ted Hengeveld, Jr., Orange City, to.: Nadine Faye Heutink,
Everson, Wash.; Judith M. Hibma, Harris, la.; Roger Hibma, Chandler, Minn.,' Arlys Hoekstra,
HUll, to.: Peter R. Hoekstra, Hull, te.: Dennis J. Hop, Rock Rapids, le.: James Hop, Le Mars, la.;
Christal Hubers, Pantego, N.C.,' Mark A. Hugen, Phoenix, Ariz.; Carol Ann Iverson, St. Louis
Park, Minn.; Joel Jensen, Sf. Louis Park, Minn.; Daniel L. Jonker, Spencer, te.: Norma Jane
Kleinhesselink, Orange City, le.: Alan J. Kneppe, Parkersburg, to.. Kathy Knutzen, Lynden, Wash.;
Frederic John Koning, Port Alberni, B.C.; Donald L. Koops, Downs, Ken.: Randy Eugene Koops,
Cawker City, Ken.: Allen Anthony Kosters, Orange City, te.. Kevin L. Kuiper, Sioux Center, te..
Tom Le Mahieu, Oostburg, Wis.,' Kimberly Ann Logterman, Denver, Colo.; Evelyn Luymes,
Delta, B.C.,' Linda Jean Marcus, Hull, la.; Paul K. Meilahn, Bellmawr, N.J.,' Calvin M. Meuzelaar,
Tracy, la.,· Aileen Carol Vander Weele Meyer, Palos Heights, II/.; Larry J. Meyer, Sioux Center,
la.,· David M. Miller, Pittsburgh, Penn.,· Paul Moes, Conrad, Mont.; Jeffrey J. Moore, Oak Harbor,
Wash.,' Jack Mouw, Holland, Mich.,' Herbert James Muether, Stony Brook, N. Y.,· Corinne D. Mullins,
Modesto, Calif.; Phyllis Nanninga, Neerlandia, Alta.; Teresa Neal, Rockwell City, la.,· Rebecca L.
Nymeyer, Redlands, Calif.,' Patricia B. Olivier, Victoria, B. C.,' John Dams, Lethbridge, Alta.;
Cheryl Otte, Sheboygan, Wis.; Doris Ann Peters, Sunnyside, Wash.; Karl Petersen, Pella, la.,
Deborah J. Peterson, Carson, N. Oak.,' Daniel W. Pluim, Orange City, la.; Joyce Eileen Postma,
Ireton, la.,· Ann Prins, Rocky Mountain House, Alta.; Dorothy (Doreen) Prins, Lacombe, Alta.;
David Alan Ruter, Kanawha, la.,· Daryl F. Sas, Chandler, Minn.,' Aldon R. Schaap, Ackley, la.;
Timothy J. Schaver, Fulton, III.,' Marna Jo $(]heffer, Sumas, Wash.,· Melinda Jan Schnyders,
Edgerton, Minn.; Marcia Ruth Schregardus, Randolph, Wis.; Harvey Sinnema, Nobleford, Alta.;
Susan Kay Wolters Sluiter, Holland, Mich.,' Sandra Lynn Smit, Beecher, III.,' Trude' Ann Spain,
Kalispell, Mont.,' Craig A. Stock meier, Phoenix, Ariz.,' James Sytsma, Lethbridge, Alta.,' Michael
G. Tinholt, Racine, Wis.; Joyce E. Tjarks, Wesley, la.; Leslie R. Top, Jasper, Minn.; Margaret Van
Dyk, Bowmanville, Ont.,· Paul J. Van Dyken, Ripon, Calif.,· Everett Van Ee, Saskatoon, Sask.;
Keith Van Ee, Pella, la.; Sylvia Van Ess, Monroe, Wash.,· Sheryl Van Gorp, Pella, la.; Willis D. Van
Groningen, Clinton, Miss.; Cecil Van Niejenhuis, Edmonton, Alta.,' Karen Diane Van Niejenhuis,
Dollard des Ormeaux, Queb.,· Robert Allen Van Riessen, Sioux Center, la.,· Steven W. Van Sant,
Sully, la.; Lois Van Till, Manteca, Calif.; Jerry Van To( Rock Valley, la.,· Marlys Van Zan ten,
Colton. S. Oak.; Cheryl Van Zee, Harrison, S. Oak.,' Ruth A. Van Zee, Rock Valley, la.,· Wanda J.
Van Zee, Corsica, S. Oak.,' Linda Van't Hul, Kenneth, Minn.; Robert L. Vande Pol, Pella, la.,·
Robert Van De Riet, Milaca, Minn.,' Douglas Dean Vanden Berg, Sioux Center, la.,· Sandra
Faye Van Den Berg, Manhattan, Mont.; Alfred Vanden Boogaard, Edmonton, Alta.,' Janet G. Van
Den Ham, Brandon, Man.,· Leland Vanderaa, Volga, S. Oak.,' Sandra K. Vander Bok, Rock Valley,
la.; Gerald W. Vander Hoek, Monroe, la.; Rose Vander Plaats, Hartley, la.; Marlyce J. Vander Pol,
Mount Vernon, Wash.; Constance Marcus Vander Well, Holland, Mich.; Richard D. Veldman,
Grand Rapids, Mich.; Karla Jean Vellema, Lynden, Wash.; Gerald Veltkamp, Rock Valley, la.,·
Lynda Verhulst, Sheboygan, Wis.,' Barbara Joyce Vermeer, Sioux Center, la.,· Michael H. Vermeer,
Pella, la.; Dennis L. Vis, Rock Valley, la.,· Kathleen Elizabeth Vis, Lynden, Wash.; William D. Vis,
Orange City, la.; Hank F. Vlaardingerbroek, Wyckoff, N.J.,' Galen N. Vonk, Rock Valley, la.;
Keith J. Voss, Scottsdale, Ariz.,' Susan Walhof, Edgerton, Minn.; Edward Wierenga, Caledonia,
Mich.; Paul Allen Wiersma, Orange City, la.; Sandra Ellen De Boer Woudstra, Littleton, Colo.;
Wytze Bylsma Woudstra, St. Thomas, Ont.; Beverly Joy Zylstra, Keliogg, la.
The eleven students who received Associate of Arts Degrees were:
Pamela Joy Boer, Boyden, la.; Brenda Sue De Jong, Hull, la.,· Kathleen Joy Dyk, Manhattan,
Mont.,' Mary Beth Felten, Sheboygan, Wis.; Rachel Ann Koele, Sioux Center, la.; Kathleen J.
Kramer, Racine, Wis.; Rachel Ann Kreykes, Sheldon, la.; Paula Mae Mellema, Edina, Minn.,' Faye
JoAnn Meyer, Volga, S. Oak.; Mary Lynn Schurman, De Motte, Ind.,' Carla Jacquf!/ine Wissink,
Modesto, Calif.

R. J. Dykstra Retires
Mr. R. J. Dykstra, long-time administrative assistant to President Haan, has announced
his retirement after many years of active and
loyal service to the college.
Dykstra, always active in community,
church, and Christian school affairs, first
became interested in Dordt when he was
farming near Sibley. He worked on a number
of the early planning and study committees
to organize Dordt, served a number of terms
on the Board of Trustees, including a term as
president, and worked for the conece since
1963 as an administrative assistant.

R. J. Dykstra, left, standing with
President Haan at a retirement dinner held
in recognition of Dykstra's many years of
service to Dordt.

Dordt 21 Awards

English Writing Awards
1st Tammy Van Emst, Phoenix, Ariz.
2nd
Dan Van Heyst, Forrest, Man.
Speech Contest
Oratory - 1st· Kae Evink, Delavan, Wis.
Oratory -2nd - Kathy Vis, Lynden, Wash,
Oral Interpretation - 1st - Mary Vander
Ploeg, Pella, la.
Oral Interpretation - 2nd
Cindy Holtrop, Sheldon, la.
Extemporaneous
1st
Stan Kruis,
Everett, Wash.
Extemporaneous
2nd - Fred Vreeman.
Muskegon, Mich.
Math High School Prize
Roger De Weerd, Western Christian High
School, Hull, la.
Classical Languages Award
Stan Kruis, Everett, Washington.
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Eight New Faculty Members Hired for Next Year

for '77·'78
Dordt expects an enrollment this fall
of more than 1,000 students again, according
to Howard Hall, director of admissions at
Dordt.
Last year Dordt enrolled a record
1,002 people.
As usual, the biggest factor will be the
amount of freshman. Four high schools have
shown significant increases in applications to
Dordt by their students.
About twice as
many students from Pella Christian of Iowa
have applied this year. Ripon Christian of
California, Central Minnesota Christian and
Lynden Christian of Washington show increases also.
"The reason more students are coming
to Dordt." stated Hall, "is because there is
more emphasis on liberal-arts colleges by the
guidance counselors and principals of the high
schools." Hall also cited Dordt's new majors
and more financial aid as influencing prospective students' decisions.
"In the next two to three years I
think there will be growth," he said, but it
depends. on whether people will continue
to view liberal-arts education as important.
As the "Voice" goes to press, Dordt has
accepted 376 freshmen, 36 more than at this
same time last year. The 1974 record of
387 freshmen has yet to be broken. According
to Hall, "the possibility exists that we may
have 400 freshmen next year," but he said
he would not make a definite prediction.

Eight new faculty members
hired for the 1977-78 school year.
information on these and other
members will be provided in the
issue of the "Voice."
The new faculty merrfbers are:

have been
Additional
new staff
September

Duane Bajema
Mr. Bajema will head up the new
Agri-Business Department at Dordt. He was
an agricultural specialist for CRWRC and an
agriculture teacher prior to joining Dordt. He
is a native of Hills, Minnesota.
John Byl
Dr. Byl will be teaching for one year in
the Physics Department as a replacement for
Dr. Vince Van Dijk who will be on a one
year leave of absence to do research.
Dr.
Byl has his degree in astrophysics.
Harry Cook
Coming to Dordt from Trinity Christian
College, Palos Heights, Illinois, Dr. Cook will
be teaching in the Biology Department.
Dr.
Cook is a brother of Hugh Cook, Assistant
Professor of English at Dordt.
Norman Matheis
Mr. Matheis will be the department
chairman of the new Art Department at
Dordt. He was a professor in the Art Department at Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan, for a number of years before accepting

this new challenge at Dordt.
is painting.

Verne Meyer
Mr. Meyer will be teaching one half
time in the Drama Department and one half
time in the English Department. He comes to
Dordt from Racine, Wisconsin, where he has
been teaching high school drama for a number
of years.
Michael Stair
To help staff the greatly expanded
Drama Department at Dordt, Mr. Stair has
been hired as a full time faculty member of
the department.
His specialty is set design
and building.
Marion Van Soelen
Van Soelen will be the new athletic
director and chairman of the Physical Education Department at Dordt College.
He
comes to Dordt from Unity Christian High
School, Orange City, Iowa, where he served
as principal for seven years.
Richard Vander Berg
A native of Hull, Iowa, Vander Berg
will be the new coach of the men's varsity
basketball team, in addition to other teaching
duties in the Physical Education Department.
Vander Berg has served as coach of the Unity
Christian High School basketball team for the
past seven years.

Scenes from Graduation Day 1977

Commencement
Speaker

President's Breakfast

•

Commencement

If

(

Receiving Diplomas

His main area

Happy Moments Afterwards

Exercises

I June,

Dordt

1977

Colleqe

Voice

Page

71,

Rev. John Engbers Elected President of Board of Trustees
The Rev. John
H. Engbers,
pastor of
the Calvin Christian
Reformed
Church
of
Rock Valley,
Iowa, since 1966, was elected
president
of the Board of Trustees
at its
March meeting.
As former vice president,
Engbers had
assumed leadership
of the 16-member
board
since January
of this year when the former
president,
the Rev. Ed Blankespoor,
accepted
a call to Jenison, Mich.
Also elected
were Dr. A. J. Boeve of
Sheldon
as vice president,
and the Rev.
Rev. John Engbers
Henry Vanden
Heuvel of Bethel Christian
Reformed
Church of Sioux Center, re-elected
Rock Valley. Iowa
secretary.
The board,
which meets four times a year, is responsible
for
purchasing
land, hiring teachers and other employees
and formulating
policies to govern the operation
of the college.
The president serves a
one-year term and is eligible for re-election.
Engbers sees the board's biggest challenge as providing expanded
programs
and facilities
for Dordt's
student
body which, he noted,
has been increasing
despite
national
declines
in college enrollment.
"We view the expansion
into the arts and agribusiness
areas as a
challenge,
as well as the new chapel-music
building,"
he stated.
"We
also see the need for expanding
other facilities, such as the library."
"At the same time,"
he continued,
"we as a board recognize
that we must guide Dordt's future development
responsibly.
we.qhinq

New Majors

its direction
in light of available facilities,
student
body and constituency.
The support
of our people has been tremendous,
and we
hope to provide
more opportunities
to interest
students
without
exceeding constituency
support."
According
to Engbers, Dordt's major strength continues
to be its
Reformed
approach
to academics,
"making
the Reformed world-andlife view a part of its instruction
and goals."
In addition, he feels that
Dordt's small size has contributed
greatly to meaningful
student life,
and "my talks with the alumni and other persons have confirmed
this
feeling."
"While this small size may change as Dordt grows, one of our goals
as a board is to maintain conditions
where students can feel a part of
campus
life, and not become
simply a number,"
Engbers added.
"At the same time,"
he continued,
"Dordt's size and location
often puts it outside the mainstream
of large metropolitan
communities
that attract visiting lecturers.
However, we've been able to counteract
that in the past by getting the 'mainstream'
to come to us-through
consortiums
and seminars
with other
Reformed
and area colleges
This benefits not only the college, but the larger community,"
Engbers also expressed
appreciation
of the general atmosphere
in the Dordt community.
"Those of us who have served on the board
a few years have been impressed with the quality and caliber of the
students at Dordt."
"While we recognize that there are problems, of course, the board
does not have to devote
a major amount
of its time to student
problems,
and that makes it much easier for a board to operate.
We hope to maintain that atmosphere
on campus,"
he added.

(can't from page 11

Bajema will teach the following courses
next
year:
Animal
Science,
Feeds, Soil
Fertility,
Crop Production,
Farm Operation
and Management
and a special topics course,
Agricultural
Ecology, which will investigate
such methods as organic farming.
He will also
supervise individual studies courses, in which
the student designs his own individual course
on a topic not dealt with in depth in any
other courses at Dordt.
Agri-business
majors will have to take
one semester
of Practicum.
in which they
will apply the principles
of agriculture
and
business
in an off-campus
assignment.
A
contract
would
be written
up with,
for
example,
a grain elevator, which would state
that the student
must be taught a specified
list of principles and skills.
Interest
ran high at an informational
meeting attended by about 20 people.
Art
The Art Department
will add six courses
next year to the present three, and will add
more
courses
the year after
in order
to
provide a full major.
Norman Matheis of Grand Rapids, Mich..
who has been an art professor
at Calvin
College for many years, will head the department,
assisted
part-time
by Mrs. Joanne
Alberda, who teaches at Dordt already.
Mrs. Alberda said they plan to make "a
well-rounded
program,"
including
possible
media courses
on drawing,
painting,
printmaking,
photography,
fibers, sculpture,
ceramics
and studio 'art
In addition
the
department
will offer
three
fundamental
courses, a three-course
art history sequence
and two education
courses.

Depending
on career goals, students can
choose between
a general art major, an art
teaching
major, an art teaching minor or an
area of specialization
in art for elementary
education
majors.
Next year most of the courses will be
taught at the local Community
Center because
of a lack of space on campus.
Social Services Major
The
addition
in January,
1977,
of
Kenneth
Venhuizen
to the faculty enables
Dordt
to offer a social services program.
The major
will combine
new applied
courses by a practicing
social worker (Verihulzen) with present psychology
and sociology
courses.
Students will have to apply for admission
to the program, based upon careful evaluation
by a Social
Service
Program
Committee.
A key part of the program
is extensive
off-campus
field work, usually in a service
agency,
similar to practice
teaching,
in the
second semester of the senior year.
Other
required
course-work
follows:
Introduction
to Psychology,
Social Psychology, Introduction
to Sociology,
Social Problems, Social Sci~ce
Research,
Introduction
to Social Work, Integrated
Practice Methods,
Child and Family Welfare, Individual Studies,
two elective psychology
courses and two more
in sociology.
Currently
the Rev. E. L. Hebden Taylor,
Venhuizen,
Kenneth
Bussema
and Richard
Buckham
man the psychology
and sociology
departments.
Theatre Arts
Dordt's

Drama

Department

and its four

courses will mushroom
into a Theatre
Arts
Department
with 18 three-hour
courses plus
nine one-hour
courses
in which the student
actually
applies his learning in theatre
productions.
James
Koldenhoven
will direct
the
department,
which
will now be able to
perform
more productions
throughout
the
year. Courses include two on theatre history,
two on modern
drama, several fundamental
courses, a musical theatre literature course, a
study of the voice, and a course on creative
dramatics for children.
Credit will be given for applied theatre:
in directing,
acting, scene design and building,
light and sound design, costume
design and
building, stage movement
and choral theatre.
Dr. Gary Warmink
will train actors'
voices as well as working
in operatic
per
formances.
Other staff additions
are Verne
Meyer and Mike Stair.
f.t.usic and Speech Department
Changes
In addition,
the Music Department
com
pletely revised their curriculum,
adding several
new courses and expanding
in church music
and music
education.
According
to Dale
Grotenhuis.
Chairman
of the Music Department, standards
have now been brought up to
meet with those of the National Association
of Schools
of Music (NASM).
He expects
Dordt to apply for accreditation
from NASM
within a few years.
The Speech Department
combined
with
the Communications
Department
in a major
restructuring
there as well.
Majors will be
able to choose a radio and television emphasis
or a stress on journalism,
if they prefer that
over a general communications
major.
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New Head Counselors Selected
Three sophomores have recently been
selected to be head counselors of the three
dormitories for the 1977-78 school year:
Robert De Groot, son of the Rev. and Mrs.
Harold De Groot of Sioux Falls; Gordon
De Jong, son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard De
Jong of Lansing, 111., and Sue Oppeneer.
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Oppeneer
of Oostburg, Wis.
The task of a head counselor will be to
work with four to six other counselors, advise
students and administer discipline and order
in the dorms.
The three were chosen on
the basis of their ability to communicate
and lead in academic, social and spiritual
areas of life.

The 1977 men's baseball team compiled a 10-13 record this year. In the front row are
Scott Parsley (left), Brookings, S. Dak.; Steve Groen, Renville, Minn.; Dave Gritter, Holland,
Mich.; Terry Vande Griend, Hull, la.; Larry Baker, Midland Park, N.J.; John Van Gorp, Pella,
la.; Tim Sittema. Munster, Ind.; Scott Vanden Bosch, Sioux Falls, S. Dak.: Brad Kooirna. Rock
Valley, la.; and Dave Kooima, Rock Valley, la.
Back row: Coach Syne Altena (left); Rob Van Hiessen. Sioux Center; Doyle Voss, Aplington,
la.; Barry Miedema, Alton, la.; Dave Haverhals, Hawarden, la.; Mike Draaver. Sioux Center;
Bilt Vander Weide, Lakewood, Calif.; Tom Le Mahieu, Oostburg, Wis.; Rick Veldman, Grand
Rapids, Mich.; and Assistant Coach Dallas Apol. Rick Veldman led the pitching staff with
an earned run average of 1.68. Rob Van Hiessen of Sioux Center was voted the most valuable
player, leading the team with a .324 batting average.

Special Scholarship Winners
These three young people will be responsible for counseling 560 Dordt dormitory
residents next year.
The head counselors
are Gordon De Jong (left) of Lansing, III.;
Sue Oppeneer of Oostburg, Wis.; and Robert
De Groot of Sioux Falls, S. Dak.

John Bonnema Business Scholarship
Carl and Tina Chan Minority Student Scholarship
Minnie Julia Oahm Medical Technology Scholarships

Etcetera
The Athletic Department has announced
its "most valuable players" (MVP) for the
1976-77 season:
Men's Basketball- Terry Crull, Ridott, III.
Women's Basketball- Margaret De Valois,
Lynden, Wash.
Men's Baseball - Rob Van Riessen.Bioux
Center, la.
Women's Softball
Gayla Vaandrager,
Sheldon, la.
Women's Volleyball
Marlys De Witt,
Jenison, Mich.
Men's Track - Ken Schreur, Kanawha, la.
Women's Track
Brenda Otte. Cawker
City, Kan.
Cross Country
Larry Baker, Midland
Park, N.J.
Tennis - Calvin Van Essen, Edgerton,
Minn.

In Memorium
In memory of his wife Wilhelmina,
Mr. Ike Woudstra has presented $550.00
to KOCR. Dordt College gratefully acknowledges this gift in loving memory of a beloved
wife.

Minnie Julia Oahm Music Scholarships

Minnie Julia Dahm Pre-Medical Scholarship
R. J. Dykstra Business Scholarship

Oordt College
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250

"

Clean McClure, Luverne, Minn. - $250
Julian Hudson, Chicago, III. - $100
Gretchen Meuzelaar, Tracy, la. - $200
Kim Vruwink, Japan - $200
Joan Crull, Sioux Center, lao - $125
Sandy Sjaardema, Denver, Colo. - $125
Mike Van Dyke, Sioux Center, la. - $125
Steve Smlt. Denver, Colo. - $300
Tim Ribbens, Sioux Center, la. - $300
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